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Leading, again, at SAMS 8th 

Convention in Syria 

Our medical community in Ohio con-
tinues to take the lead as key speak-
ers and modera-
tors at SAMS con-
vention in Syria 
during June 2007.  
Cleveland Clinic 
cardiothoracic 
surgery team led 
by Dr. Rami Akhras held its annual 
workshop in Al Bir 
Hospital in Homs.  
Also, Dr. Fares Ra-
slan has been lead-
ing cardiothoracic 
anesthesia for 5 
years in a raw.
Observerships in accredited 
Cleveland hospitals 
In 2007, Bassem, Dani, Feras, 
Hani, Khaled, Muhanad, and 7 
other newly-coming young Syrian 
doctors and a student had the op-
portunity to do observerships in 
accredited Cleveland hospitals.  
Such opportunities help them 
adapt to the American medical 
system and improve their commu-
nication skills, hence enhancing 
their chances in their bid for a 
residency.  Among sponsors were: 
Dr. Basel Moussa, Education Di-
rector of Cardiology who has led 
this tradition for over 10 years; 
Dr. Rami Hachwi of Neurology 
and Dr. Hassan AlZoubi.  This 
kind of frequent but individual 
contributions is now streamlined 

by SAMS’s “Syrian American Aca-
demic Network for Observership”.  
Physicians with academic standing 
are encouraged to enlist in order to 
extend a hand to new-comers.  
Please review requirements and 
forms on our website. 
 
Supporting the Syrian Cultural 
Garden in Cleveland 
SAMS Ohio is the official sponsor 
of the Syrian Cultural Garden 
(SCG) in Cleve-
land Ohio-a 
much antici-
pated project in 
the city’s Cul-
tural Garden Federation in Cleve-
land (CGFC) complex.  SCG is ex-
pected to launch in October 2008 
after collaborative work led by Dr. 
Wael Khoury and Adnan Mourany.  
Dr. George Paras, president of the 
CGFC, was the keynote speaker at 
SAMS Ohio 2007 Gala dinner, he 
raised awareness of the importance 
of this project (see page 3). 
 
SAMS Ohio Auxiliary celebrated 
Mother’s Day 
The Auxiliary celebrated Mother’s 
Day at the Holiday Inn in Inde-
pendence.  The warmth of this tra-
dition was shared by 

many 
families 
on May 
12, 2007. 
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